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	Course Description:

Course Description:

In the course of the last five centuries an ever-increasing number of fields that used to belong to philosophy have taken a professional turn and became scientific, e.g. physics, chemistry, biology, psychology, economics, sociology, linguistics, etc. This course wants to demonstrate that the fruits this professionalization can be reintegrated into philosophy, and offer solutions to some age-old philosophical problems. The course shows that some deep metaphysical puzzles concerning the nature and structure of the world can get addressed, and in some extent solved by studying the results of three, language related fields, logic, linguistics, and cognitive science. 

I. Kant offered an answer to the question concerning the nature of space and time in the transcendental aesthetics. He argued that the possibility the specific knowledge about space and time shows that they are forms of our external and internal perceptions. This course in a similar style explores what does the possibility of human language-based communication reveals about the nature of the world. Communication is possible because linguistic expressions have meaning, and the structure of these meanings reflects how the world is structured. 

Prerequisites:  

Strictly speaking non. The course is self-contained, but some knowledge of logic, linguistics or cognitive science would make the course easier to follow.

Learning outcomes:

The course helps to understand and to produce structures, generalizable argumentation, and offers an inventory of useful argumentation patterns, and supports creative thinking and communication. The skills it develops are useful for students who consider jobs related business strategy, economic and political argumentation, or, more generally consider a carrier in social science research. The content of the course makes a contribution to the understanding of the contemporary relationship between philosophy science, and particularly useful for students of philosophy.  

The assessment:

Students’ progress will be assessed in oral examination. All classes will be organized around a philosophical claim and the argumentation supporting that claim. In the course of the exam the students will be given one of these claims and will be asked to produce (or recap) the supporting argumentation. Answers will be evaluated with respect of the conclusiveness, consistency and coherence of these arguments. 

Support:

The participant of the classes will be asked to recapitulate the arguments every  individual class offered in a short essay weekly, and individual feedback  will be provided to improve their understanding and argumentation, so that students  will be as well prepared for the exam as possible. 
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