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General description

The objective of the class is to introduce students to the main questions, debates and trends of international
migration. Students will also acquire a grounded, theoretical and critical overview of international migration,
which goes beyond the over-simplified references and representations of the media.

Short course description

—  Why does migration matter? Brief historical overview of international migration flows.

— Who is a migrant? Explaining the key concepts, definitions and categorizations of human
mobility.

—  Theories of migration: functionalist, historical-structural, dual labor market, agency, new
economics and household approaches.

— Globalization and migration. Increasing incentives and opportunities to cross borders

— Migration and economic development. Outmigration’s impact on countries of origins
(remittances) and immigration’s impact on host societies.

— The evolution and effectiveness of migration policies. From border security to naturalization.

— lrregular international migration. Challenges from counting to managing undocumented
workers in the west.

— Human trafficking and migrant smuggling. Trends and determinants of unauthorized entering.

— Recent trends of international migration within the EU.

—  Destination EU. The 2015 Syrian vs. the 2022 Ukrainian refuges crisis and the Dublin
Convention.

— Destination USA. Regional patterns, elusive quest for control and a backlash against diversity.

— Migration and society. Brief overview of political, demographic, social and cultural impact of
migration on destination countries.

—  The future trends of international migration.

Skills and competencies to acquire in class

— Students will learn to debate, critique and interpret various theoretical frameworks of
international migration. In addition, they will also gain the skills necessary to understand and
apply basic methodological approaches of migration research

— Students are required to read the assigned texts before each class, come to class prepared and
contribute to class-discussion in a meaningful way. During the semester each student will once
present the weekly reading in 15 minutes.




The bases of the final grade are an in-class presentation and an 8-page-long essay (font size 12, spacing
1.5) addressing an individually selected and researched case or a class-discussed case-study. The essays
have to reflect students’ ability to employ key conceptual and theoretical frameworks of the textbook in
explaining the outcomes of their case-study. The essay is due by the final class of the semester.
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