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Course Description: 
 
Th e cou r se a im s to in tr odu ce MA stu den ts to issu es of Sh akesp ea r e’s r ecep tion  fr om  th e age of 
th e Restor a tion  to th e ea r ly 19th -cen tu r y. Focu sin g on  th e begin n in gs of m oder n  Br itish  cu ltu r e, 
w e a r e goin g to in vestiga te ph en om en a  fr om  th e fields of liter a tu r e, liter a r y cr iticism , th ea tr e, 
pa in tin g, politica l w r itin g, ca r ica tu r e, an d edu ca tion , in  or der  to see h ow  va r iou s au th or s an d  
au d ien ces r espon d ed  to, an d  r esh aped , Sh akespea r e’s w or ks in  or d er  to for m u la te th eir  ow n  
position . Th e cou r se a lso in tr odu ces stu d en ts to th e p r actice an d  m eth odology of doin g 
in depen den t sch ola r ly r esea r ch : th ey h ave to give a  15-m in u te p r esen ta tion  on  a  top ic of th eir  
ow n  ch oice an d  su bm it a  r esea r ch  essay of appr ox. 10 pages by th e en d  of th e ter m .  
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