	Title and Code of Course: language of Science (Interdisciplinary Approach) 
ERPB-BAN 4709

	Venue and Time of Course: TBA

	Instructor’s Name: Beatrix Balogh

	Instructor’s Email Address: trixiebalogh@yahoo.com
Credit Point Value:
6
Number of Lessons per Week:       2
Type of Course:
Seminar

Method of Evaluation:
In-Class Presentation / End-term test


	Course Description:

The primary purpose of this course is to familiarize students with the special language of science, enrich their vocabulary and enhance their communication skills. Students will encounter a variety of texts covering a wide range of scientific topics, will practice reading for understanding main ideas presented by the article and engage in a discussion related to the material at hand. They will also be encouraged to gain a better understanding of a chosen topic by individual research (locating and reading texts) and presenting the findings in a manner easy to understand to fellow students not familiar with that special topic. In-class activities for the course advertised in the Spring semester revolve around the ability “to talk science” and “to talk about science”, whilst a similar course for the Fall semester includes translation practices with different genres (popular science, disciplinary journals, research, text-book texts, digital media).
The course also wishes to raise awareness of environmental problems; outstanding scientific achievement and contemporary endeavors. On the more rudimentary level the course simply wishes to develop students’ abilities to read, speak and write intelligently about these topics. 

Whilst the initial discussion of a topic largely relies on previous (high school level) knowledge of science, students’ abilities will be stretched in terms of both conceptual understanding and language skills. 

Students are expected to prepare for each class and participate in discussions. They should bring questions and ideas about the assigned readings. Complementary - primarily internet-based research - is encouraged. New terminology will be discussed to facilitate understanding. Occasional in-class quizzes will require students to provide short definitions of key concepts or Hungarian equivalent.

Evaluation and grading is based on active and meaningful class participation, completion of assignments (article summary and a short in-class presentation), occasional in-class quizzes, and an end-term test. 



	Bibliography:
Class 1

Science Misconceptions

Class 2

Doyle, Robin Alyse. “Homegrown Herbal Remedies” Healthline. 
Connor, Steve. “Climate change: Rainforest absorption of CO2 becoming erratic” The Independent. January 26, 2014. 

McGrath, Susan. “On Thin Ice” National Geographic Magazine. July 2011 

Class 3 Debate

Class 4

Gibbons, Ann. “The Evolution of Diet”. Feature Article. National Geographic Magazine online. 

“Energy drinks cause heart problems, Science blog, August 31, 2014

Class 5

“Single animal to human transmission event responsible for 2014 Ebola outbreak” 

“How Ebola found fertile Ground in Sierra Leone’s Catholic Capital” National Geographic, 2015 

Recommended:

Dr Ashan, Saleyha. “Could robotics spell the end of the wheelchair? BBC iWonder (you may also watch video and chose among exoskeleton, regenerative medicine, or mind controlled technology) 

Class 6 Excerpts from a Medical text-book

Class 7
Morgan, James. “’Biggest dinosaur ever’ discovered” BBC Science & Environment. BBC. May 17, 2014. “How do scientists determine the age of fossils” excerpts from: “Dating Methods” Natural History Museum (UK)

OR

 “Earthquakes, Tsunamis. Tornados” Education material from PlanetPals

“Plate Tectonics, The Cause of Earthquakes” The University of Nevada, Reno. 
Classes 8-9
Fraser, Cain. “Why Pluto is no longer a planet?” Universe Today. 2008/January 2012 (cool video added) 

NASA “What is Pluto” August 29, 2012., “Kepler-168f” 2014 

Recommended: Vergano, Dan. “Kepler Telescope Discovers Most Earth-Like Planet Yet” National Geographic April 17, 2014.; Gorma, Ryan. “Two new planets bigger than Earth possibly found in our solar system” 

Class 10

American Chemical Society “Chemistry is Everywhere” 

Videos to watch (in class if technical equipment is available) “Chemistry: All About You” EPCA, 2012 (DVD),  “21st Century Chemists: Updates and Discoveries From Today’s Labs, “ NBC ’10 big Questions” Mysteries for Chemistry to Solve. Scientific American
“How Atoms Bond: Ionic Atoms” (electrons, protons, valence shells” NBC
“The Chemistry of Crystals: Ice, Salt (Crystalline Solids, Lattices) NBC

Class 11

The Forgotten Scientists, TBA

Class 12 “Science is all about metaphors” Scientific American, Blog



