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Course Description: 

We are discussing the key questions of modern linguistics but zoom in on a topic that you can 

publish as a paper after the course or develop an app or other device. Some questions: 

What is language? Does your cat speak? Which animal thinks most like us, and which 

“speaks” most like us? Does our language shape our thinking or behavior? Do speakers of 

different languages think differently? If they do, is it an advantage if someone speaks many 

languages? How did language begin? How to learn a language quickly? What are the 

similarities between languages? Can we design a language that is easy to learn for everyone? 

How do we use our language as a tool to manage our relationships? 
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