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Course Description: 

 

Contemporary works of art are increasingly multilingual. In this seminar, we will deal with 

literary, theatrical, film and fine arts work in which experimentation with languages, i.e. 

code-switching, can be detected. Code-switching is created with a variety of purposes and 

stylistic effects, sometimes strengthening locality, further nuancing the character, or 

confronting the recipient with the boundary of known and unknown. After a general 

theoretical and practical introduction, students will present their own examples in the class. 

The aim is to understand why multilingualism is spreading again in the arts and how much 

different the 21st century recipient is from the recipients of past centuries. International 

multimedia and performance artists whose work is analysed include Tibor Szemző, Robert 

Wilson, Laurie Anderson, Xu Bing, Wenda Gu, Song Dong, Zhang Peili, Sándor Vály and 

Claire Fontaine. 
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