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Course Description:

The aim of this course is to give an up-to-date introduction to contemporary linguistic
pragmatics, with special emphasis on the Anglo-American tradition. The central topics include
explicature vs. (classical and neo-Gricean theories of) implicature, properties of presuppositions,
speech act theory (concentrating on the work of Austin and Searle), context and deixis, as well
as theories of politeness and face work.

To broaden this relatively narrow interpretation, the course studies the interfaces between
pragmatics and other areas of inquiry e.g. the pragmatics — cognition interface, concentrating
on relevance theory (Sperber and Wilson), on the one hand (compared with classical/neo-
Gricean theory), and the pragmatics — semantics interface (entailments), on the other.
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