
Title and Code of Course: Speakers of minority languages:  Ethnic and linguistic differentiation in 

Hungary and Central Europe 

Instructor’s Name: János Imre Heltai, PhD. 

Instructor’s Email Address: heltai.janos@kre.hu 

Credit Point Value: 

6 

Number of Lessons 

per Week:       2 

Type of Course: 

Seminar  ☒ 

Lecture ☐ 

Method of Evaluation: 

Oral Examination ☐ 

In-Class Presentation ☒ 

Other ☐ 
 

Course Description: 

 

This course joins discourses of critical sociolinguistics and discusses issues of 

sociolinguistic differentiations, language planning and language revitalization among 

speakers of minority languages. 

Participants become acquainted with some general aspects of ethnic and linguistic 

differentiation in Hungary, i.e. of perception of minority contexts in- and outside of 

Hungary in present day.  

The course deals in detail with speakers in two selected contexts: Romani-Hungarian 

bilinguals speakers in a town in Eastern Hungary, and Romanian-Hungarian bilingual 

speakers in Moldavia, Romania. Regarding Roma in Hungary, participants discuss questions 

of group belongings, linguistic practices and ideologies. The course also introduces 

activities and intellectual outputs of the projects “Translanguaging for equal opportunities: 

Speaking Romani at school” and “Linguistic practices and ideologies of Roma and Non- 

Roma: Linguistic ethnographic research in an Eastern Hungarian town.” In case of the 

bilingual speakers of Moldavia, course participants focus on the of language revitalization 

endeavours taking place in this context. 
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