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Credit Point Value:
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Seminar X
Lecture 0 Method of Evaluation:
Oral Examination [
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Course Description:

The course aims at examining and analyzing the ideological, social and political background, the
characteristics, results and special questions of the 19th-century Japanese modernization. The
topics of the classes are gathered around the great themes of the Restoration and the Meiji period,
presented first with a short introductory lecture by the teacher, then with presentations by the
students, based on their own researches and studies of the relevant literature. The students also
have to write an essay about their in-class presentations until the end of the semester.

Topics: The road to the Restoration of 1868 (ideologies); The ideology of the Restoration (emperor
cult); The idea of Westernization; New religions; The role of traditions; Shinto; Confucianism;
National ideology; Western ideas; Extreme ideologies of the 1930s; Cultural nationalism; Invented
traditions
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