
 

 

Title and Code of Course: ERPB-MJP 2420 Contemporary Japanese Society     

Instructor’s Name: Dr, Attila Gergely, Senior Lecturer 

Instructor’s Email Address:   gergely@shirokuma.hu  

Credit Point Value: 

6 Number of Lessons per Week:       2 Type of Course: 

Seminar  ☐ 

Lecture ☒ Method of Evaluation: 

Oral Examination ☒ 

In-Class Presentation ☐ 

Other ☐ 

Course Description: 

 

The course aims at providing a comprehensive view of major processes, information resources, 

research problems and paradigms, policy issues and discourse agenda of/on contemporary 

Japanese society and culture in a long-term global perspective. The approach combines 

sociological, anthropological and psychological disciplinary frameworks in a broad historical and 

comparative context in order to equip participants with appropriate theoretical and methodological 

skills for developing their own orientation in and interpretation of key issues in Japanese socio-

cultural regimes and its transformation. Three dimensions of those regimes are elaborated in 

relative detail: its institutional, status and value patterns, both in its changes and continuities, and 

in its regional and subcultural varieties. In respective institutional spheres the interpretive and 

policy problems of population trends, ’Japanese capitalism’, ’Japanese democracy’ and ’Japanese 

religion’ are scrutinized. In the policy realm distinct attention is paid to youth, deviance, and 

minority concerns. Institutional analysis is complemented with highlights on patterns of status 

stratification, mobility and inequality as well as on interrelations with values, personality and 

identity characteristics. Mapping academic and ideological debates, the course includes criteria 

and methods for the critical assessment of those debates and for enriching cultural and epistemic 

self-awareness.  
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