Title and Code of Course: Christian Philosophy in the Roman Empire ERPB-BSB 9522

Instructor’s Name: Dr hab. Gabor Kendeffy

Instructor’s Email Address: kendeffy.gabor@kre.hu

Credit Point VValue: | Number of Lessons | Type of Course: | Method of Evaluation:

6 per Week: 2 Seminar forPhD | Oral Examination X

students in at the .
Theological Faculty | 1N-Class Presentation X

X Other
Lecture O

Course Description:

The aim of the course is to give a survey of the most important philosophical doctrines of Christian|
antiquity through the analysis of Patristic texts translated into English. The main problems we are
focussing on are mostly anthropological, including: the soul-body relationship; the theory of
passions; free will versus predestination; connections between anthropology and Christology.

Mode of assessment:
Two quizzes; a short paper.

TOPICS AND ACTIVITIES ON COURSE

Main Topics

(The focus can be modified according to the special interest of the students)

Antecedents in Ancient Philosophy: Plato and Platonism

Genesis Interpretation in Philo of Alexandria

Gnosticicm

Greek apologists.

Irenaeus.

Origen, Origenism and Anti-Origenism

Cappadocians and Desert Fathers.

Tertullian versus Marcion

. Lactantius.
10. Pelagianism and Augustine of Hippo.

Requirements:

The students are expected to

a) attend the classes

b) to read the mandatory texts week by week,

¢) solving two quizzes (one in the middle and an other at the end of the semester) relating to
the subjects of the seminar

to write and deliver a short paper of max. 5 pages on one of the texts in the list of additional
readings to be chosen.
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