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Course Description: 

 
The course aims to introduce MA students to issues of Shakespeare’s reception from the age of the Restoration to 

the early 19th-century. Focusing on the beginnings of modern British culture, we are going to investigate 

phenomena from the fields of literature, literary criticism, theatre, painting, political writing, caricature, and 

education, in order to see how various authors and audiences responded to, and reshaped, Shakespeare’s works in 

order to formulate their own position. The course also introduces students to the practice and methodology of 

doing independent scholarly research: they have to give a 15-minute presentation on a topic of their own choice 

and submit a research essay of approx. 10 pages by the end of the term.  
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