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Course Description:
Historical and contemporary multilingual narratives transcend the boundaries and constraints

dictated by our physical world, allowing verbal and audio-visual artists as well as their mediators to
elaborate innovative linguistic solutions, which broaden and also break the common communication
norms.

There are multiple ways to involve diverse languages and other communication codes in an artistic
production. Interest in their multilingualism and multimodal discourses is on the increase.
Multilingualism has also been defined as polylanguaging (Jorgensen et al. 2011), polylingualism
(Sternberg 1982), heterolingualism (Grutman 2012), semiodiversity (Gramling 2016), literary
translingualism (Kellman 2015/2020), zero to 6 type of code-switching (Deganutti & Domokos
2021, 2022) etc. Research shows frequently the potential and the complexity of multilingualism.

The aim of this course is to explore the aesthetic strategies used by contemporary artists to structure
their multilingual narratives in different forms of art, including literature, theatre, film or multimedia
arts.
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