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Course Description:
The aim of this course is to acquaint students with the steps of writing an academic research
paper, including planning, finding and using academic sources appropriately, structuring the
essay, conveying their ideas in academic language and developing a logical, compelling line of
argument. The formal and content-related requirements of the BA thesis will also be discussed.
Assessment will be based on a research paper, written in three steps, as well as active in-class
participation:
1) Taskl: Detailed outline and a list of sources (primary sources + min. 6 academic sources)
= 10p (10%)
2) Task2: First draft of research paper: 1,000-1,200 words, without in-text citation but with a
list of sources = 30p (30%)
3) Task3: Second or final draft of research paper: 1,800-2,000 words, with full in-text citation
and reference list = 50p (50%)
4) In-class participation: includes preparation for each class = 10p (10%)
Grading scale: 0-59%: 1; 60-69%: 2; 70-75%: 3; 76-85%: 4; 86-100%: 5.
Assignments must be submitted in printed form on the date indicated in the syllabus. 1 point/day will be
detracted from the score of late submissions.
Attendance is compulsory, a maximum of 3 absences are allowed, including absences due
to illness.
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