
Title and Code of Course: Modern Irish Drama, Theatre of the Absurd – Samuel Beckett’s Plays on 

Stage and Film 

Instructor’s Name: Dr. Anita Rákóczy, Associate Professor 

Instructor’s Email Address: rakoczy.anita@kre.hu 

Credit Point Value: 

6 

Number of Lessons 

per Week:      2 

Type of Course: 

Seminar  ☒ 

Lecture ☐ 

Method of Evaluation: 

Oral Examination ☐ 

In-Class Presentation ☒ 

Other ☐ 
 

Course Description: 

The seminar focuses on the international production history of Samuel Beckett’s plays through 

drama and performance analysis. Students are also introduced to Beckett’s work as a stage director, 

his unique method of instructing actors, his management of time and space, and ceaseless struggle 

for symmetry and silence. From 1966, Beckett directed several of his own plays in Berlin, London 

and Paris. The seminar offers the possibility of watching a number of these rare recordings in part 

or whole. Regular attendance, active participation and reading the assigned plays prior to classes 

are prerequisites for the completion of the course. Maximum three absences are allowed.  
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