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Course Description:

The aim of this course is to introduce students to the major varieties of the English language—to
familiarise them with their linguistic features as well as with their socio-cultural background. There
is going to be an extensive use of videos, worksheets and various texts. One of the major aims of
this course is to make students aware of the fact that any language may have and indeed has several
varieties which are equally “correct” from the linguistic point of view.

Students will be assessed based on quizzes, in-class tests, a micro-teaching session and a written|
summary.

Prerequisite: a basic course in phonetics and phonology (familiarity with the IPA symbols is a must).
RECOMMENDED ESPECIALLY FOR TEACHER TRAINEES.

Bibliography:

Compulsory reading:

JENKINS, J. (2009): ‘English as a Lingua Franca’ (World Englishes 28.2, pp. 200-207).
McARTHUR, T., LAM-MacARTHUR, J. and FONTAINE, L. (eds.) (2018, 2nd ed.): Oxford
Companion to the English Language. Oxford University Press, Oxford. (Selected parts)
Handouts

SIFAKIS, N. C. (2017): ‘ELF Awareness in English Language Teaching: Principles and
Processes’. Applied Linguistics 2017. 1-20.

SZENTGYORGY]I, SZILARD (2015): “‘Evil Brits against the world — RP as an evil accent’.
TOPOS JOURNAL of Space and Humanities, pp. 46-57.

Recommended:

BALOGNE BERCES KATALIN (2008): Beginner’s English Dialectology: An Introduction to the
Accents and Dialects of English. Ad Librum, Budapest, 2008.

Collins, P. (2023): Grammatical Variation in World Englishes. English World-Wide, Vol. 44:2
(2023), pp.184-218. https://benjamins.com/catalog/eww.21055.col

CRYSTAL, D. (2018): The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language. Cambridge
University Press, Cambridge. (3rd edition). (Selected parts; primarily chapter 20) (or any earlier
edition)

McCRUM, R.—CRAN, W.—MacNEIL, R. (2003): The Story of English. Penguin Books. (3™ ed.)
(1% ed.: 1986).

Descriptions of certain varieties in the Oxford English Dictionary (oed.com).



https://benjamins.com/catalog/eww.21055.col

