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Course Description: 
 
Studies in language pedagogy over the past 40 years have shown that achievement in language learning is strongly 
influenced by individual characteristics such as motivation, foreign language anxiety, aptitude, or learning style. 
The aim of the course is to acquaint students with the literature on individual language learner differences, the 
typical research methods and the main results of the field. Because research findings in this area of applied 
linguistics are inconclusive and models describing the phenomena differ, students will meet several explanations 
of the same phenomenon, gaining insight into the scientific discovery process of an as yet unsettled, controversial 
field. 
The students will be introduced to the main research areas, models and theories regarding individual differences in 
language learning. They will be familiar with the research methods used in the field and the most cited sources. 
Students will know what cognitive and affective factors help or hinder language learning. Students will be 
required to present the problems, methodology and results of the existing studies orally and in writing, to a variety 
of target audiences. They will also be required to describe conflicting models. 
Requirements (attendance, 3 absences allowed): 
- Analysing studies in speech and in writing  
- In-class test 
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