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Course Description: 
 
If knowledge transfer is not the only and most important element of teaching and learning, 
what is the role of the “heart and soul” – of spirituality – in education? Is virtue or character 
education necessary and possible in the 21st century? In this course we look at various 
aspects of the spiritual and moral dimension in the context of education; mainly from a 
Christian viewpoint, but with the conviction that these principles and insights are 
universally applicable to our human condition. 
 
Evaluation of the course is based on class attendance and participation, a presentation on 
one of the topics, and a response paper at the end of the term. 
 
The topics covered include the following: 
 
- Identity and integrity of the teacher and learner 
- Education as spiritual formation and/or character formation 
- The community of truth 
- Cultural critique: The role of virtue in the 21st century 
- Spirituality / virtue education and the curriculum 
- Language learning and teaching and spirituality / character formation 
- Teaching in a Christian educational context 
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