
Title and Code of Course: MAD 2278 Historiography, Historical Memory, Cancel Culture 

Instructor’s Name: Beretzky Ágnes-Fodor Júlia 

Instructor’s Email Address: beretzky.agnes@kre.hu, fodor.julia@kre.hu 

Credit Point Value: 
6 

Number of Lessons 
per Week:       2 

Type of Course: 
Seminar  ☒ 
Lecture ☐ 

Method of Evaluation: 
Oral Examination ☐ 

In-Class Presentation ☐ 
Other ☒ 

 

Course Description: 
The aim of this course is to introduce the students to the principal areas/questions in the 
speculative philosophy of history: the possible approaches, units, patterns and the idea of 
progress. Besides these, the course demonstrates that historiographies grow and develop in 
response to changes within society at large. It also wishes to explain that history is not simply 
an academic subject, but an active factor shaping the nature of the current society, as 
politicians seek to validate their actions by drawing parallels between the past and present, 
often with the help of prejudices. An ability to test these claims--and the evidence used to 
support them--becomes not simply a valuable academic skill, but a vital requirement for active 
citizenship. 
In the second part of the semester, the course will define, analyse and discuss a more recent 
cultural phenomenon called ”cancel culture” and especially its effect on public discourse 
primarily in the USA as well as on one of the most vital human liberties, the freedom of 
speech. 
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