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Instructor’s Name: prof. Istvan Pasztori-Kupan, MTh, PhD, dr. habil.
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Credit Point Value: | Number of Lessons | Type of Course: | Method of Evaluation:
6 per Week: 2 Seminar Oral Examination [J
Lecture [] In-Class Presentation []
Other X

Course Description:

The lengthy dialogue and polemics between the ancient Greek philosophy and the emerging

Early Christian theology produced not only a lot of interesting arguments in the history of

human thinking about existence, transcendence etc., but had also brought about new

developments in various areas of social interaction, for example a new understanding of one’s

own identity, of ‘religion’ and ‘religiousness’ etc. Why would a Greek philosopher label his

Christian contemporaries as ‘simple-minded’ and why would other pagan thinkers become

Christians, some even asserting that Plato was in fact a Greek Moses? As we pursue the depth

of these discussions, we shall find a lot of similarities between the two systems, moreover:

the flux of ideas and solutions do not follow only one way. Christian theology is influenced

by Greek philosophy and religious thinking and vice versa: starting as early as the first half

of the first century. During these seminars we provide an introduction and analysis into some

key texts from the earliest periods of this still ongoing and fascinating debate. The evaluation

will be based on the student’s home-written essay, which can be submitted until the last

teaching day of the semester.
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