
Title and Code of Course: American Film and Culture. 

Instructor’s Name: Dr. Lindsey Richter 

Instructor’s Email Address: richtel@grace.edu 

Credit Point Value: 
6 

Number of Lessons 
per Week:       2 

Type of Course: 
Seminar  ☒ 
Lecture ☐ 

Method of Evaluation: 
Oral Examination ☐ 

In-Class Presentation ☒ 
Other ☐ 

 

Course Description: 
 
This course charts the developments of American film, from early cinema through the Golden 
Age to contemporary movies, and covers a range of American genres, including film noir, 
Westerns, and science fiction. We will explore the way these works reflect American culture 
and society, and in some cases even shape Americans’ images of themselves and of other 
cultures. Students will learn to analyze the language and storytelling of film, recognizing the 
ways that technical aspects of cinematography allow a filmmaker to portray cultural 
perspectives, myths, and experiences. 
Students in the class will be required to actively engage in analysis and discussion of films 
during the seminar. For their final project, students will select a film to view and critique, and 
will present their own analysis on its use of cinematic structures to explore a cultural theme.  
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