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Course Description:

This course explores one of the most enduring and profound questions in philosophy: Does God
exist? By examining classical and contemporary philosophical debates, students will engage with
various arguments both in favor of and against the existence of God. This inquiry will touch on
fundamental issues such as the nature of belief, the role of reason, the problem of evil, and the
implications of divine existence on human life.

Through the examination of key philosophical texts and arguments, students will critically analyze
traditional proofs for the existence of God, such as the ontological, cosmological, and teleological
arguments, while also confronting prominent objections, including the problem of evil and the
challenge of inconsistent religious revelations. This course invites students to explore the dynamic
interplay between faith and reason, addressing whether belief in God can be justified without
empirical evidence and how modern philosophers continue to engage with this timeless debate.
Key Topics Covered:

Classical Arguments for the Existence of God:

The Ontological Argument: The concept of God as a being whose existence is self-evident through
reason alone.

The Cosmological Argument: The need for a First Cause or Unmoved Mover to explain the existence
of the universe.

The Teleological Argument: The apparent design and purpose in the universe as evidence for a divine
designer.

Criticisms of Theism:

The Problem of Evil: How the existence of suffering and evil challenges belief in an all-powerful, all-
good God.

Inconsistent Revelations: Conflicting religious claims about God’s nature and will.

The Evidentialist Objection: Arguments that there is insufficient evidence to rationally justify belief
in God.

Faith and Reason:
The relationship between faith and rational thought, exploring whether belief in God requires evidence
or can stand apart from it.
Contemporary Philosophical Perspectives:
New Atheism: The modern critique of religion and belief in God.
Philosophical Theism: New defenses of belief in God based on concepts like fine-tuning and modal
logic
Existentialism and Atheism: Philosophical reflections on life’s meaning in a godless universe.
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