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Course Description: 

The aim of the course is to provide students with a comprehensive overview of qualitative 

research methodology and practical experience in the application of the basic tools of fieldwork 

and participatory action research (PAR). In the first half of the semester, the focus will be on 

planning and conducting field research: we will explore the dilemmas of the researcher's role, the 

process of gaining access and building trust, and the main data collection techniques. Through 

small field exercises, students will experience firsthand how research questions can be examined 

in reality and what ethical and methodological challenges they may encounter. 

The second half of the course focuses on participatory action research, which lies at the 

intersection of social intervention and research. Students learn how to plan research in 

collaboration with communities that not only serves scientific understanding but also promotes 

practical change. We discuss the theoretical foundations of PAR, levels of participation, and 

methodological steps through which research can achieve real social impact. 

By the end of the course, students will be able to independently prepare a qualitative research 

plan, reflectively manage their own research position, and critically interpret the relationship 

between research and social practice. Classes are interactive, with learning based on joint 

workshop work and fieldwork. 
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