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Course Description:

The aim of the course is to provide students with a comprehensive overview of qualitative
research methodology and practical experience in the application of the basic tools of fieldwork]
and participatory action research (PAR). In the first half of the semester, the focus will be on
planning and conducting field research: we will explore the dilemmas of the researcher's role, the
process of gaining access and building trust, and the main data collection techniques. Through
small field exercises, students will experience firsthand how research questions can be examined
in reality and what ethical and methodological challenges they may encounter.

The second half of the course focuses on participatory action research, which lies at the
intersection of social intervention and research. Students learn how to plan research in
collaboration with communities that not only serves scientific understanding but also promotes
practical change. We discuss the theoretical foundations of PAR, levels of participation, and
methodological steps through which research can achieve real social impact.

By the end of the course, students will be able to independently prepare a qualitative research
plan, reflectively manage their own research position, and critically interpret the relationship
between research and social practice. Classes are interactive, with learning based on joint
workshop work and fieldwork.

Bibliography:

Alberti, C., & Jenne, N. (2019). Getting prepared to be prepared: how interpersonal skills aid
fieldwork in challenging contexts.

Bernard, H. R.: Research Methods in Anthropology: Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches.
Rowman Altamira, 2006.

Emke, H., Vandendriessche, A., Chinapaw, M. et al. Facilitating co-research: lessons learned from
reflection forms within three participatory action research projects. Health Res Policy Sys 22, 117
(2024). https://doi.org/10.1186/s12961-024-01210-x

Kawulich, B. B. (2005). Participant Observation as a Data Collection Method. Qualitative Social
Research, 6(2), 1-28.

Kennelly, J., Larkins, C., & Roy, A. (2023). Doing youth participatory action research (YPAR)
with Bourdieu: An invitation to reflexive (participatory) sociology. The Sociological Review,
72(3), 493-510. https://doi.org/10.1177/00380261231177585 (Original work published 2024)

Li, J. (2008). Ethical Challenges in Participant Observation: A Reflection on Ethnographic
Fieldwork. The Qualitative Report, 13(1), 100-115.



https://doi.org/10.1186/s12961-024-01210-x
https://doi.org/10.1177/00380261231177585

