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Course description, purpose of the course:

The course offered to ERASMUS students allows them to understand the difference between the
“right to war” and the “law of war” and to comprehend their actual problems.

“lus ad Bellum” refers to the legal criteria that a state must satisfy before engaging in warfare. This
body of law seeks to determine under what conditions a state may lawfully resort to the use of force.
The primary sources of Ius ad Bellum are found in the United Nations Charter and customary
international law.

“lus in Bello” governs the conduct of parties during an armed conflict. This branch of law, also known
as International Humanitarian Law (IHL), seeks to limit the effects of armed conflict by protecting
those who are not or are no longer participating in hostilities, and by restricting the means and
methods of warfare.

While Ius ad Bellum addresses the justification for entering into a conflict, [us in Bello governs the
conduct within the conflict. Importantly, the two are independent of each other. A war might be
unlawfully initiated (violating Ius ad Bellum) but still be conducted in accordance with Tus in Bello
principles, and vice versa. Understanding these concepts is crucial for comprehending the legal
frameworks that seek to regulate warfare, protect human rights, and maintain international peace
and security.

Course outline, description of acquired knowledge, skills and competences:
Introduction to International Law and Armed Conflict
The Legal Framework of Ius ad Bellum

Just War Theory and Ius ad Bellum Principles

Case Studies in Ius ad Bellum

The Legal Framework of Ius in Bello

Core Principles of Ius in Bello

Protection of Non-Combatants and Prisoners of War
Contemporary Challenges in Ius in Bello
Enforcement and Accountability

10 Future Directions and Reforms

11. - 12. Presentations
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Interim course requirement(s):
Type of evaluation: exam evaluation/course performance evaluation
Method of evaluation: written/oral exam
Obligatory course materials:
1. Charter of the United Nations
2. Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907.
3. Geneva Conventions
4. Frangois Bugnion: Jus as Bellum, Jus in Bello and non-international armed conflicts -
International Committee of the Red Cross, 2004.
5. Veijo Heiskanen, Nicolas Leroux: Applicable Law: Jus ad Bellum, Jus in Bello, and the
Legacy of the Un Compensation Commisson - Oxford University Press, 2015.

Recommended additional sources:

6. Carsten Stahn:‘Jus ad bellum’, ‘jus in bello’.... ‘jus post bellum’? — Rethinking the
Conception of the Law of Armed Force - Oxford University Press, 2006.



