Title and Code of Course: ERPB MAD 2379
International Relations: Eastern Europe and the English-Speaking World in the Shadow of|
Totalitarianism in the 20th Century

Instructor’s Name: Agnes Beretzky

Instructor’s Email Address: beretzky.agnes@kre.hu

Credit Point Value: | Number of Lessons | Type of Course: | Method of Evaluation:
6 per Week: 2 Seminar X Oral Examination []
Lecture [] In-Class Presentation X

Other

Course Description:
The aim of this course is to discuss aspects of nation-building in Central and Eastern Europe and
how it was viewed from London or Washington, as well as how the rise of authoritarianism in the
region was—and continues to be—interpreted. The course is source-analysis-centered and provides
students with a foundation in social and political history. The Central European context is reinforced|
by the fact that there is significant overlap among the challenges facing the countries of the region,
making a regional perspective necessary. The following periods will be discussed: the post-World|
'War I peace treaties and the Anglo-Saxon network of relations among the newly formed Central
European states; the ideology of communism and its post-World War II political structures in the
region; and a comparison of certain anti-communist movements and the political transitions. The
course emphasizes a critical analysis of totalitarian regimes, primarily based on Hannah Arendt’s
seminal work The Origins of Totalitarianism.
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