
 Title and Code of Course: Theories of Modernity and the Enlightenment / ERPB-MAD 2270 

 Instructor’s Name: Veronika Ruttkay 

 Instructor’s Email Address: ruttkay.veronika@kre.hu 

Credit Point Value: 

6 

Number of Lessons 

per Week:       2 

Type of Course: 

Seminar  ☐ 

Lecture ☒ 

Method of Evaluation: 

Oral Examination ☒ 

In-Class Presentation ☐ 

Other ☐ 
 

Course Description: 

 

This lecture course is aimed at MA level students (or equivalent), with fairly good English 

competence. The course offers a survey of critical thought on a selection of key issues of modernity 

and the Enlightenment from the late 17th century to the present. Lectures will be complemented by 

classroom discussion of selected texts, mainly from the fields of literature, aesthetics, and 

philosophy. The overall aim of this course is to familiarize students with diverse theoretical 

approaches to the Enlightenment and to highlight the complex historicity of modern concepts and 

cultural phenomena. 

 

Requirements: 

Students should read the assigned texts and participate in classroom discussions. At the end of the 

course, they are offered a choice between submitting a research essay on one of the theoretical issues 

discussed in class OR an oral examination based on their own selection of ten texts assigned for the 

course. 
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