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Course Description:

The aim of the course is to familiarize students with the fundamental aspects of the relations between the Central-
European region and the English-speaking world from the sixteenth to nineteenth centuries. The course highlights
lhow various aspects of society, politics, economy, and culture in Britain and North America were perceived from
Central Europe, particularly the Carpathian Basin. It also examines how Hungarian and Transylvanian travel writers,
diplomats, and students described their experiences in England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland, and North America, and
how they conveyed certain aspects of British and American culture back to their homeland. The course also provides
an overview of the social and cultural history of the examined period, investigates the characteristics of travel writing
as a genre, and deepens students' understanding of basic concepts in social, cultural history. The course emphasizes
source analysis, with each class focusing on the close reading of primary sources. Special attention is given to develop
students’ critical thinking skills by utilizing all aspects of textual analysis, including the significance of translation.
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