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Course Description: 
The aim of the course is to familiarize students with the fundamental aspects of the relations between the Central-

European region and the English-speaking world from the sixteenth to nineteenth centuries. The course highlights 

how various aspects of society, politics, economy, and culture in Britain and North America were perceived from 

Central Europe, particularly the Carpathian Basin. It also examines how Hungarian and Transylvanian travel writers, 

diplomats, and students described their experiences in England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland, and North America, and 

how they conveyed certain aspects of British and American culture back to their homeland. The course also provides 

an overview of the social and cultural history of the examined period, investigates the characteristics of travel writing 

as a genre, and deepens students' understanding of basic concepts in social, cultural history. The course emphasizes 

source analysis, with each class focusing on the close reading of primary sources. Special attention is given to develop 

students’ critical thinking skills by utilizing all aspects of textual analysis, including the significance of translation. 
 

 

Bibliography: 
• Beller, Manfred and Joep Leersson. Imagology: The Cultural Construction and Literary Representation of 

National Characters: A Critical Survey. Leiden: Brill, 2007.  

• Frank, Tibor. „Anglofil Magyarok.” In: Hunyady, György; Török, László (szerk.) Történelem és emlékezet : Egy 

akadémiai ülésszak előadásai (Budapest: Kossuth Kiadó, 2014), 135–194. 

• Gömöri, György. Magyar vándorok Angliában, 1572–1750. Savaria University Press, 2023. 

• Kurucz, György. "Kedves hazámfiai, mozdulni kell...": Georgikoni peregrinatio oeconomica a 19. század elején. 

Corvina Kiadó, 2020. 

• Szögi, László. Peregrinatio academica: A külföldi magyar egyetemjárás története, mérete és irányai, 1150–

1918. Budapesti Eötvös Loránd Tudományegyetem Egyetemi Könyvtára és Levéltára, 2022. 

• Cartledge, B. The Will To Survive: A History of Hungary. Timewell Press, 2006. 

• Gömöri, György. Magyarországi diákok angol és skót egyetemeken, 1526–1789.  Eötvös Loránd 

Tudományegyetem Levéltára, 2005. 

• Pettinger, Alasdair and Tim Youngs. The Routledge Research Companion to Travel Writing. London and New 

York: Routledge, 2020. 

Thompson, Carl, ed. The Routledge Companion to Travel Writing. London and New York: Routledge, 2016. 
 

https://m2.mtmt.hu/gui2/?mode=browse&params=publication;2776648
https://m2.mtmt.hu/gui2/?mode=browse&params=publication;2776648
https://moly.hu/kiadok/budapesti-eotvos-lorand-tudomanyegyetem-egyetemi-konyvtara-es-leveltara

